GATEWAY SCHOOL Newsletter | B

GREAT MISSENDEN Friday 12 December 2014 .

Photos from the week

Christmas lunch in the hall , _ Crackers, party hats and roast turkey .}



https://www.facebook.com/pages/gateway-school/547403628623814
https://twitter.com/gateway_school

4 *
(’ Senior Carol Concert -

On Tuesday 9 December Years 5 and 6 celebrated
the Christmas season with their annual carol concert
at the church of St Peter and St Paul in Great
Missenden. The children have been working really
hard over the past few weeks, learning their songs in
preparation for this big occasion. The large audience
of friends, families and staff had a real treat in store.
After a warm welcome by Carolyn Bailey, Jessica H
began the concert with a solo verse of 'Once in Royal
David's City'; she was joined by the congregation and
children for the subsequent verses, accompanied by
members of the staff choir and Mr Wallace on the
trumpet. Years 5 and 6 combined to sing a rousing 'A
Christmas Welcome', followed by a selection of
Christmas readings by Years 5 and 6 children

Read more
4 *
- Mrs La Farge’s Blog -

What a fantastic week to end the Autumn Term with so many successes in many different areas. Our
swimmers competed superbly well in the Regional round, not only have they produced some personal
bests and very strong times but they were also commended for supporting one another and for their
sportsmen like behaviour. All of which | was thrilled to hear.

The Year 5 and 6 pupils delighted parents and staff with performances on Tuesday evening at St Peter and
St Paul Church. The programme was excellent with many varied songs, lovely solos and well delivered
readings. Another fantastic Gateway production.

Wednesday brought two very entertaining Christmas productions delivered confidently and professionally
by the Year 3 and 4 pupils. Once again, the acting, the songs and the dancing were fantastic. With sickness
rife throughout the two year groups, the pupils rose to the occasion and made us all very proud. We

ended the evening with another successful Music Tea. Many talented children played for us, some of them
impressing us with their first public performance. Read more

4,
- Early Years Unit

. -
This week the children have taken part in lots of Christmas activities. We have built lots of little Olaf’s
(snowman from Frozen) cutting out the parts of his body and sticking them together. The children enjoyed
making lots of decorations including Christmas card baubles to hang on the tree, stockings and trees. At the
beginning of the week the children learnt about the true meaning of Christmas, listening to a nativity story,
dressing up and acting out the story. On Thursday we enjoyed our Christmas lunch, after lunch we made hats
to wear for our mini party and played lots of party games and enjoyed a special snack. We had a special visitor
on Friday afternoon, Santa arrived and gave the children a present. We finished the afternoon with more fun
and games.

Over the Christmas holidays you may like to create a collage of photographs, drawings or writing of all the
lovely activities you may have participated in. We hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and look forward to
seeing you in January.

At the end of this term we said goodbye to Georgia H and Adi N, we wish you and your families well in your
next adventure.


http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/senior-carol-concert-2/
http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/mrs-la-farges-blog-7/
http://listenagain.canstream.co.uk/radiochristmas/index.php?cat=16%3A00

- Reception -

This week: The children have worked extremely hard in their first term in Reception. We would like to
say a very big ‘well done’ to all of them for their hard work which certainly paid off in their Christmas
production. As teachers we were very proud, and we are certain, as their parents, you were too! If any of
you took a video on the day we would love to see it. The children have been bubbling with Christmas
excitement this week and we are all looking forward to a well deserved break. We have been really
pleased to see the children wanting to have a go at writing their own letter to Father Christmas using
their phonic knowledge taught so far this year.

At home: In the Spring Term our first topic will be ‘Dinosaurs’. This was definitely a firm favourite for
many children. You might like to go to the local library, the Natural History Museum, or do some research
on the internet at home. Over the first six weeks we will be covering things such as breeds of dinosaurs,
eating habits, fossils and paleontology.

‘(p Year 1 q})

Things have been busy, as usual, this week in year 1. In numeracy we have continued with our work on
money. The children have been using coins to make different values of money, they have particularly
enjoyed the practical nature of this topic, using plastic money to help them reinforce their learning.
Some children have also been using the numicon tiles to help work out different ways of making 10p. The
children have applied the work we have done on place value to help them make values of money using
the least amount of coins possible! Once again the children have really risen to the challenges we have
given them.

At home over the holidays you can help reinforce the work that we have done on money, by getting the
children to help make the right total using coins to pay for items. This could be done at the shops or
during a game of ‘shops’ at home. There are also some maths websites that the children can use for
example http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ksl/maths/money/play/

4
- Year 2 -

As Thursday draws to a close, we now find ourselves at the end of a very busy Christmas Term. The
children have worked very hard over the past few weeks and have most definitely earned their holidays.

We are sure you will agree, that last week ended on a high for us all with the children’s production of
“The Smallest Angel.” We were incredibly proud of the effort that all the children made to speak clearly,
sing beautifully and remember all of their actions. This teamed with the excellent costumes provided by
you, lead to a production to remember! When else have you visited so many countries in just one
afternoon?

We have enjoyed a thoroughly delicious Christmas lunch today, complete with Christmas crackers and
are very much looking forward to our Year 2 party tomorrow afternoon.

We hope you have a fantastic holiday and that you are all on Father Christmas’ Good List receiving lots of
exciting treats. We look forward to seeing you again in 2015.


http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/maths/money/play/

4 '
- Year 3 -

This week in Year 3 we have had great fun practising our Christmas production. We were all really proud of the
children as they did such a fantastic job with their singing, acting and dancing. Well done everyone!

We have also continued our Caribbean theme this week and decided to taste some of the food that might be eaten at
the Jonkanoo festival. We were really lucky that Elspeth brought in some Banana Ketchup from St Lucia and we tried
this with spicy chicken, plantain chips, spicy butternut squash soup, spicy vegetable pasties and a nice cooling drink of
coconut water. The children were all very keen and all tried the different foods and surprisingly nearly all loved
banana ketchup!

Sam said, “lailnowvehd ptshe tphleayntt asted | i ke &k
Ali said, “The chicken was spicy but
Charlie said, “1 really 1ikedl tahtee ctohcroeneu tp iwe

Harry really liked the chicken and plantain chips with bamaketchup.

Amara wanted more coconut water because it tasted like chocolate milk, and Niamh enjoyed the spicy chicken but
did need to drink lots of water!

Next term, we will be beginning our topic of knights and castles so you may wish to find out some information about
castles or knights or maybe visit a castle. To support your child’s learning at home, you may wish to read some
adventure stories which include knights and castles.

‘(ﬁ Year 4 q)?

On Wednesday afternoon, the culmination of all of the children’s effort and enthusiasm was paid off in
full. The children sang, danced and acted brilliantly in their nativity performance of ‘The Little Shepherd
boy’. The hard work put in by all, both at school and at home, ensured that the children projected their
lines with confidence and their enjoyment was evident throughout. The audience were amazed at the
sheer size of the production, as it included over nine songs, three solos and 2 dances. The children also
had lots of words to memorise and yet each song was delivered confidently.

It was a truly magical show and the Year 4 teachers were almost as proud as the parents. We wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

- Year 5 — Japanese taster course comes to an end. Back to le francais -)

o1

As we approach the end of term, Year 5 have been thinking back on their Japanese (Nihongo)studies...
Imogen J wroteDverall, | very much liked Japanese. | enjoyed seeing my name written in Japanese
katakanasymbols. | learned words for family members and also numbers and colours. | would like to learn
words for sports and school subjects which could be fun, so if we are doing that, cool. | liked it at the
start... and | now know lots more about Japan.

AngharadB wrote:| think Japanese has been a great language to learn. | loved telling everyone what your
family already knew about Japan. | enjoyed learning the colour words, eg. murasaki= purple and also
thehigh numbers, eg. kyuu sen san jyuu san = 9,033. | learnt how to say Japaneses greetings and phrases,
eg.sayonara= Goodbye. | have also learnt how to do some Japanese kanjisymbols, eg. = yama (mountain).

J" Read more



http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/year-6-japanese-taster-course-comes-end/
http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/year-6-japanese-taster-course-comes-end/

4 L
- Year 6 -y
During this half term in science, the children in Year 6 have been investigating different ‘changes’, under the

broad headings of Reversible and Irreversible Changes.

We have looked at melting and dissolving as examples of reversible changes, but unsurprisingly, the
irreversible change brought about by burning was the most mesmerising for all involved. We started by
simply considering how a candle burns and then went on to observe how different materials, such as paper,
wood and cotton changed as they burned, making the new products carbon dioxide and water vapour.

The children had already considered how the Fire Triangle (fuel, oxygen and heat/flame) is used by the Fire
Brigade, when deciding how to tackle a fire, so we went on to see how long a candle would burn for in
different volumes of air, and therefore different volumes of oxygen; using their results we calculated how
much oxygen a tea light candle needed to burn for one second!

Over the Christmas period, with candles, open fires and (dare | say) mince pies, there may be the
opportunity to talk to the children about their understanding of the requirements for burning and how they
appreciate that this is a classic example of an Irreversible Change!

‘4(’ House Cross Country Years 4, 5 and 6 q}’
Forty-two Year 6 children competed over the same 1800m course as last year. The children had practised
the course in September and club runners are quite familiar with it. The arrival of sheep on this land in
November had cast doubt over this venue and event but luckily the sheep disappeared as quickly as they
had appeared allowing the competition to take place. There were several noticeable absentees due toill
health and several Year 6 girls were disappointed to miss out having to visit their next school on the day.
The conditions were ideal for running. The top 10 runners from each House scored points. There were
some excellent performances throughout the field and 34 children set new personal bests, reflecting
increasing levels of fitness and determination.

Individual Results Y6

Girls Boys:
Skye M 1* Brunel Zach R 1°'Brunel
Chantel O 2" Jenner Sam A 2" Brunel
JessicaM 3" Jenner Freddie B 3™ Brunel
Tillia Laing 4™ Seacole Will N 4™ Seacole
Read the rest of the results here
4 |
- Swimming News -)

ISA Swimming Gala - Monday 8 December 2014

When the organisers of this London based gala changed the start time from 1100 to 0900 | was very
concerned that rush hour traffic would mean a hectic start to the day but | needn’t have feared, for the
coach and the children were all on time for a 0705 departure, so thank you to all parents for this. We
arrived at the pool in Barnet at 0835 and were able to go straight into the changing rooms.

Read more

ESSA South East Division Individual Championships - Friday 28 November

On Friday 28 November Chantel O and Jessica C represented Gateway in the ESSA South East Division
Individual Championships. This is always a very difficult competition open only to pupils reaching a certain
level of speed officially recorded by outside swimming clubs.

Both girls enjoyed the gala immensely and gave their best throughout. Read more



http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/report-isa-swimming-gala-monday-8-december/
http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/essa-south-east-division-individual-championships-friday-28-november/
http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/2014/12/house-cross-country-years-4-5-6/

- From the Office -
Diary Dates
Tuesday 6 January School reopens
Thursday 8 January Swimming Years 1, 3 and 5
Wednesday 14 January EYU - Year 3 School Development meeting 1830-1930;
Yr 4 - 6 School Development meeting 2000-2100
Thursday 15 January ISA Football Tournament Barnet Power League - details to follow

SCf(ool Aid

Building Partnerships with African Schools

Dear Headteacher, Staff and Pupils,

Thank you very much for your recent donation of pencil cases to School Aid from the Gateway School.
That was certainly a tremendous effort by all concerned and your donation will considerably help us
provide for underprivileged children in some of the most challenging educational environments in the
world.

Each day millions of children in Africa are unable to attend school, often due to a simple lack of basic
school equipment and without a good education the escape from poverty is impossible. School Aid helps
to bridge the gap between the current reality and the desired future for thousands of children in Africa by
providing good quality educational materials to meet the diverse needs of young people in disadvantaged
communities.

Since 1998, School Aid has sent more than one million books, donated by British Schools and
organisations, to eight African countries, reaching over 300,000 African children.

You can find out more about School Aid, the work we do and where your donation goes by visiting us at:
www.school-aid.org . Thank you once again — your efforts are greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely

Hilary Weller
For School Aid

Latest " a2 0 Ol Latest

Photos

www.gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk | T: 01494 862407



http://www.school-aid.org/
http://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/about-gateway/latest-news
https://www.youtube.com/user/gatewayschoolhp16
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