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Changes for the Year

Year 2 consolidates the work of Year 1 and extends the children’s abilities 
to prepare them for Key Stage 2. The children complete the programme of 
study which is set out in the Key Stage 1 National Curriculum and they are 
encouraged to work more independently. They are also expected to review 
their work and assess their performance; this will lead to their involvement 
in setting targets for their own progress. Children are given the chance to 
take greater responsibility as classroom monitors and to organise themselves 
during the day. They are also encouraged to join after school clubs to widen 
their interests and further develop their independence.

Tapestry - an online Learning Journal 
Tapestry is our online learning journey for home and school. Staff record 
children’s progress and activities using tablet devices and PCs. Parents can 
view their child’s journal on mobile devices and on their home computers, 
and can make observations of their own using a secure login system. Sharing 
observations in this way helps us build a picture of each child’s achievements.

Communication with Parents
A weekly newsletter is emailed to parents on Friday afternoon with reports 
and photos from each year group. A weekly communications bulletin is also 
emailed every Friday lunchtime with dates and reminders for the forthcoming 
week. You can also follow Gateway School on Facebook and Twitter. 

Celebrating Children’s Achievements
We celebrate each child’s achievements by nominating them for a ‘My Best’ 
certificate. We recognise where children have demonstrated our ASPIRE 
values and celebrate their success in assembly.

The English Curriculum

Reading
We want reading to be a lifelong pleasure for our children. Children will be 
encouraged to enjoy reading by sharing a wide range of literature and poetry. 
At school, each child’s reading will be listened to individually and in small 
guided reading groups. The focus is on accuracy, expression, understanding 
and pace as well as developing the children’s ability to infer meaning. The 
emphasis of the school scheme is to expose children to a rich variety of genres 
and styles, to develop a broad vocabulary and encourage children to read for 
pleasure. 
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Library
The children have a timetabled library lesson and are able to borrow a book to 
share at home.

Reading lists
We would like to direct you to the Book Trust website  
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/ for up-to-date reading lists for your children.
Book Trust is the largest reading charity in the UK. Their website provides 
reading lists which are categorised carefully into age bands or interests. 
For example, there is a list entitled, ‘Great Picture Books for Dads to Read 
Out Loud’. There is a short précis of each book and both a reading age and 
suitability age. The website has many other features which you and your 
children will find interesting: 100 Best Books, Best New Books (updated 
monthly), Tips for Reluctant Readers are just a few. 

Spelling and Phonics Programme 
We use the Read Write Inc. phonics and spelling programme. Children are 
taught in small fluid groups according to their stage of development. Once 
children have learnt the complex code, they then follow the Read Write Inc. 
spelling programme. For more information, visit 
https://gatewayschool-bucks.co.uk/login

Spellings
Spellings are set by the phonics teacher to reinforce the sounds being learnt. 
We use the look, say, cover, write, check method to learn them. The children 
also learn to spell tricky “red” words. These are sent home weekly to practise.

Writing
Children write daily for a variety of purposes, in all areas of the curriculum. In 
specific English lessons the value of talk for writing in order to clarify ideas, is 
maintained. Children discuss their ideas before planning their writing. Children 
learn to use a wide variety of punctuation accurately (including commas, 
question, exclamation and speech marks) and a broader range of vocabulary 
in their writing. Their use of conjunctions and suffixes is extended. They will 
be taught to use a dictionary in order to find alternative words to make their 
writing more appealing. They will discuss their ideas, plan, draft and edit their 
work.

Handwriting 
Handwriting lessons will be used to develop a fully joined and fluent script. 
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Speaking and Listening
Children gain confidence in speaking through class discussions, verse 
speaking and more formally in presentations, to a wider audience.
Listening skills continue to be developed through group and class discussions. 
Children learn to ask relevant questions and respond appropriately when 
questioned.
The children learn a poem during the autumn term and present this 
individually to a member of the management team.
The parent area of our website includes recommendations for questions 
parents can ask when listening to children read.

The Mathematics Curriculum

Maths is taught through the domains of: number, measurement, geometry, 
position and direction and statistics. There are certain areas of learning which 
require constant repetition; times tables (2’s, 5’s and 10’s) and number bonds 
form the bedrock of mathematical skill. To support their skills in applying 
number facts to problem solving, the children work on fluency and their 
ability to complete work quickly as well as accurately. The children count to 
100 forwards and backwards, and learn to be confident with their number 
bonds to 10 and 20 as additions and subtractions. They should also have 
knowledge of the names of basic 2D and 3D shapes and the vocabulary for 
making comparisons in measurements for length, weight and capacity. We 
use the Power Maths programme to support our teaching. Power Maths 
includes online learning resources, textbooks and pupil workbooks. Each 
unit is introduced with multiple representations both practical and visual 
before formal methods are introduced. Reasoning underpins mathematical 
development throughout. 

In the autumn term the children will follow book 2A and cover work on:
• Number and Place Value to 100
• Addition and subtraction
• Measurement
• Money
• Multiplication and division

In the spring term the children will follow book 2B and cover work on:
• Multiplication and division 
• Statistics 
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• Measurement- Length and height 
• Geometry – properties of shape 
• Fractions 

In the summer term the children will follow book 2C and cover work on:

• Geometry – position and direction 
• Number – addition and subtraction- Problem solving and efficient methods 
• Measurement of time, weight, volume and temperature

Weekly Maths homework provides further consolidation work in all areas. As 
a parent there are a variety of ways to support your child at home, through 
dice games, shopping trips, cooking and preparing meals e.g. ‘If there are 
five of us, how many pieces of bread do we need to make a sandwich each?’ 
Throughout the year, the children will be introduced to formal recitation 
of times tables so it would be useful to practise these by playing games or 
listening to a CD of songs.

Cross Curricular Areas of Learning
Cross curricular delivery of English, History, Geography, RE and Science 
helps to develop higher order questioning skills, integrate knowledge and 
understanding thus making it more relevant to the children’s world. Class set 
texts will provide the necessary literacy links.
Scientific enquiry skills are developed to allow independent thought through 
a range of investigations where children learn the importance of careful 
observation, prediction, and asking relevant questions using scientific 
language. They begin to develop an understanding of fair testing, and to 
record their findings in an appropriate way. 

Autumn Term
A comparative study of Great Missenden and the Isle of Coll / Struay is linked 
to our author studies of Roald Dahl and Mairi Hedderwick. In Science we study 
how to group materials according to their properties and uses, and how we 
can change the shape of materials using push and pull forces. Festivals and 
Celebrations in different religions are covered this term.
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Spring Term
A study of India covers History, Geography and RE. We use atlases to find 
where India is in the world, its physical features and how these affect its 
climate. We study Indian culture, festivals and religion. In Science, we focus on 
healthy living and growth.

Summer Term
This term we compare seaside holidays now and in Victorian times. We also 
look at the geographical features of the coast.  Habitats of plants and animals 
in the local environment are investigated and the children discover what 
these need to sustain life. We also investigate the growth of seeds and the 
conditions needed for germination.

Trips and Visits
The impact of educational trips is an important element in developing the 
children’s knowledge and understanding of the world around them.  These 
visits are designed to link carefully with the areas of learning, to engage and 
stimulate curiosity. Trips may include:

• The County Museum and Roald Dahl Museum
• A Great Missenden Trail
• Neasden Mandir
• Punch and Judy visitor
• Mop End Nature Reserve 

Forest School
The children spend a portion of each Thursday learning outside. The 
programme will help to make the children feel confident in their outdoor 
environment. They explore and learn about plants, trees and animals in our 
local environment. Children will need the school red waterproof suit for Forest 
School activities and a pair of wellies kept in school.

Specialist Lessons
The children have specialist teachers in the following subjects: PE, Technology, 
Art, Music and French. The content of specialist subjects is generally linked to 
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topics; performances, trips and events will build on the theme for the term.

Computing
Computing lessons follow the National Curriculum and student’s individual 
needs. The curriculum is taught on iPads by the classroom teacher (guided 
by the Computing Coordinator) and is broken into 4 main areas; E-Safety, 
Understanding and Using Technology in Our Lives, Design and Presentation 
and Programming. Wherever possible the content is connected to other 
subjects including links to ‘Take One Picture’, Katie Morag and India. 

E-Safety - (how to stay safe online)
• Hector’s House; learning how to make safe choices
 
Understanding and Using Technology in Our Lives (how technology is created, 
how it functions and how it impacts our daily lives) 
• Makey-Makey - children explore how computer circuits work and create  
 their own circuits using the ‘makey-makey’ 

Design and Presentation (the ability to access, use and express oneself using 
digital technology) 
• Puppet Pals - the children create an animated story to show their learning  
 about Katie Morag
• Adobe Voice - presenting app, used to present the children’s learning   
 about India 

Programming 
• Computer programming and control - Espresso (online programming/  
 coding course), coding clubs are also offered to students who are   
 interested in learning more about coding 
   

French
Year 2 have French lessons twice weekly, extending the children’s listening and 
speaking skills, whilst developing their confidence in using the language. The 
children are encouraged to enjoy their lessons with fun songs, rhymes, games 
and stories in order to reinforce their understanding and pronunciation. 
Themes covered include: greetings and self-introductions, numbers to 60, 
colours and shapes, animals, clothes, parts of the body, family members, 
foods, the calendar, weather, sports and activities, likes and dislikes. 
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Art
Children explore a range of techniques and have the opportunity to express 
and develop their ideas in a range of media. Drawing skills are key to all 
activities; they work with pen and ink wash, blend water colour pencils and use 
charcoal to show tone and shadow. In the autumn and spring terms, children 
develop their understanding of the use of colour, patterns and texture and 
develop their printing skills. They consider the tactile qualities of materials, 
including clay work and Rangoli inspired textile designs.

Design and Technology
Design and Technology projects closely follow topics covered in the 
classroom, building on skills and knowledge with which they are already 
familiar. Children work in small groups on practical tasks, which are recorded 
in a digital portfolio using the app Seesaw. During the autumn term children 
discover how wool can be used to create simple fabrics, and explore the 
colourful worlds of felting and weaving. During the spring term modelling 
and strong joining techniques are employed to recycle old boxes to create a 
fabulous animal. Pulley and winding mechanisms are also investigated, with 
concepts being consolidated with a simple lighthouse model to link with the 
summer seaside project.

PE and Sport
This year, children have three timetabled PE lessons a week which allows 
pupils to start to apply their learning of movement and manipulative skills into 
small sided games and activities. Children increasingly develop movement 
skills through activities such as dance, gymnastics and yoga and further 
develop their control over equipment in games. Building a foundation of 
fundamental sporting movement skills means that children enjoy more success 
in a wide variety of games and activities. As well as physical progression, 
we also give attention to cognitive, emotional and social development by 
creating inclusive, play based learning environments.

Swimming

Year 2 swim in the autumn term and will further develop key skills such as 
flotation and body position which form the foundations of their stroke in future 
years. In the spring and summer terms when they are not swimming, they have 
a third PE lesson.
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Music and Singing
Year 2 children continue to develop their knowledge of Music by learning 
about musical notation, rhythm and pitch. They use tuned and untuned 
percussion instruments to compose their own rhythms in 3 and 4 time. 
They use world music as a stimulus and learn African songs and traditional 
playground chants from America. They also listen to popular orchestral works 
and learn about the orchestra - the different sections and their instruments. 
Children are encouraged to work creatively with peers to explore sound, 
rhythm and pitch by composing short pieces.

Homework
Children will receive 15 minutes per night (Mon-Thurs) which will include:

• Spellings 

• Number work

• Grammar work

• Occasionally one other piece of homework 

• Reading daily to an adult 

Year 2 homework is based on the learning in class and children will normally 
have one week to complete homework.

Equipment
Children’s kit bags with all items clearly named should be brought to school 
on a Monday morning. One day a week they may bring their kit bag home and 
be asked to come to school wearing P.E kit the next day (their school uniform 
should be packed in their kitbag so that they can get changed after PE). Kit 
bags will be sent home at the end of each week. Art aprons will be kept in 
school and sent home at half term. 

On swimming days, in the autumn term, named swimming kit should be sent 
to school in a named Gateway swimming bag.

The children will be provided with all classroom equipment for Year 2 e.g. 
pencils, rubbers, books etc. Children should NOT buy a pencil case in Year 2.

Book Bags are brought into school daily and should contain a water bottle, 
plastic reading folder and a healthy snack (if required). Children will need 
a pair of trainers, art apron, red waterproof Forest school suit and a pair of 
wellington boots which will be kept at school during term time.
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Uniform
School shoes need to be smart flat black shoes which can be fastened securely 
with laces, velcro or a buckle (no slip-on shoes or plimpsoles). To order new 
uniform, contact Louise Blissett by emailing louise@copperfieldsclothing.com 
 or you can order new uniform through www.copperfieldsclothing.com.
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